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Project WILD Herpetology  
Workshop Highlights 

 

By: Felicia Aragon & Anna Perez-Umphrey 
~ BEMP summer college interns ~ 

 

The Project WILD herpetology natural history workshop 
took place at the beautiful Wind River Ranch near Las Vegas, 
New Mexico this past July 23rd -25th.  This was an extraordinary 
opportunity to learn how to capture and handle reptiles 
and amphibians and also learn various techniques to 
teach about these animals both in and out of the 
classroom.  As BEMP interns we got the opportunity to attend 
this workshop and, besides getting to know awesome educators 
(like Kevin Holladay, the New Mexico Dept. of Game & Fish 
Conservation Education Coordinator, who organized the 
workshop) and biologists (like Charlie Painter, the New Mexico 
Department of Game & Fish’s state herpetologist) we were 
outside doing hands-on learning with various species of lizards, 
skinks, snakes, toads, frogs and turtles. In addition to reptile 
and amphibian activities, the workshop also held a bird mist-
netting project one morning.  During the mist-netting, birds that 
flew into a finely woven net, were banded and released (which 
workshop participants including BEMP interns got to do 
themselves).  On top of all of this there was also hands-on work 
with small mammal trapping and insect identification at night. 

 

This workshop was an invaluable experience for 
BEMP interns’ future careers as wildlife biologists and 
conservationists.  Besides all of the hands on experience, we 
also learned about pressing issues such as the conservation 
and trade of rattlesnakes and other pets, wildlife corridors for a 
variety of animals, education resources and techniques, as well 
as making great friends AND having a fantastic time!  Whether 
or not we become herpetologists in the future, we have gained 
knowledge, connections, and skills that will surely last a lifetime. 
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Anna is an Albuquerque native currently 
studying Fish, Wildlife and Conservation 
Biology at Colorado State University.  She 
spent her summer as BEMP summer intern 

assisting in research, conservation and 
education.  After a summer of fun, Anna 

states that she “wants to continue to 
dedicate her life to the natural world”. 

Felicia is a native of Belen and just 
completed her sophomore year at 

Humboldt State University where she 
studied Wildlife Biology.  She has had 

“amazing experiences such as capturing 
porcupines, using radio telemetry, E. coli 

monitoring, necropsy and leading 
educational workshops” this summer while 

working as a summer intern for BEMP. 

 

 

 

 

 



        

 
 
  
 

Save the Date for Next Year’s Congress events…Save the Date for Next Year’s Congress events…Save the Date for Next Year’s Congress events…Save the Date for Next Year’s Congress events…    
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To schedule a classroom visit, please contact To schedule a classroom visit, please contact To schedule a classroom visit, please contact To schedule a classroom visit, please contact     

BEMP Education Coordinator Kimi Scheerer at: BEMP Education Coordinator Kimi Scheerer at: BEMP Education Coordinator Kimi Scheerer at: BEMP Education Coordinator Kimi Scheerer at: 
ksche@bosqueschool.orgksche@bosqueschool.orgksche@bosqueschool.orgksche@bosqueschool.org or 505.898.6388 ext. 128! or 505.898.6388 ext. 128! or 505.898.6388 ext. 128! or 505.898.6388 ext. 128!    

 

Our end-of-the-year student Congress events are designed to bring students 
together to share in their environmental monitoring experiences.  Grades 7-12 
will celebrate on Thursday, April 28th; Grades K-6 on Friday, April 29th 2011! 
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to those that sponsor the BEMP pto those that sponsor the BEMP pto those that sponsor the BEMP pto those that sponsor the BEMP programrogramrogramrogram    
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Sept. 20-24th – BEMP monthly monitoring 

Sept. 27-Oct. 1st – BEMP pitfall trapping 

Oct. 7-9th – EEANM/NMCTM/NMSTA conference 

Oct. 13-14th – Abq. Water Festival (4th graders) 

Oct. 16th – Sevilleta NWR Dia del Rio event 

Oct. 18-22nd – BEMP monthly monitoring 

Oct. 21-22nd – Rio Rancho Water Festival (4th) 

Nov. 15-19th – BEMP monthly monitoring 

Nov. 17th – Green Trails student conference 

NOTES…NOTES…NOTES…NOTES…    
from: El Malpais NCAfrom: El Malpais NCAfrom: El Malpais NCAfrom: El Malpais NCA    

Albuquerque Biopark 
Abq. Institute of Math & Science 
Albuquerque Talent Development 
Bandelier Elementary 
Bernalillo Middle & High School 
Bosque Farms Elementary 
Bosque School 
Cottonwood Valley Charter School 
Dolores Gonzales Elementary 
Duranes Elementary 
East Mountain High School 
Escuela Luz de Mundo 
Gallup Middle School 
Georgia O’Keeffe Elementary 
Harrison Middle School 
Holy Ghost Catholic School 
Hoover Middle School 
Hope Christian School 
 

Horizon Academy 
John Baker Elementary 
John F. Kennedy Middle School  
Kewa Middle School 
Kewa Peublo 
La Academia Esperanza 
La Cueva High School 
Los Lunas High School 
Mountain Mahogany 
NM Museum – Young Explorers 
North Star Elementary 
Ohkay Owingeh Comm School 
Pueblo of Santa Ana 
Rio Grande Elementary 
School on Wheels Alternative HS 
Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge 
Van Buren Middle School 
Zia Elementary 

 

Participating Schools & Student Groups 
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New Mexico Watershed Watch / BEMP Partners: 
Cimarron High School, Cochiti School, East Mountain High 

School & United World College 
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nature hikes 
navigation 

plant identification 
fossils 

volcanoes 
tracking  
geology 
birding 

service learning 
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EEANM/NMSTA/NMCTM Annual Conference
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GREENGREENGREENGREEN Ideas at Work!Ideas at Work!Ideas at Work!Ideas at Work!
Bring your OWN water bottle and/or coffee mug 

and be entered into a raffle to WIN prizes!

 

 


