Scientific Citation & Plagiarism
Bosque Intern 408/508

Citation = to quote by way of example, authority or proof

Plagiarism = to steal and pass off (the ideas of words of another) as one’s own;  to use (another’s production) without crediting the source; to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source
In scientific writing, references are useful AND relevant.  Scientists do not use the common referencing practice of footnotes, but instead use citations that include inserting the author's last name and the year of publication right into the text.

For example, after reading the following passage from the Bosque Education Guide (BEG – Bosque Background, page 40).

From: A Dynamic System
Because of the dynamic nature of the river, the Middle Rio Grande Valley would have continuously supported a patchwork of plant communities.  Clearly all such communities, including the cottonwood forest, depend on the stream movement for their existence.  Sandbars formed by the shifting river provide the conditions needed for cottonwood establishment.  Seedlings that germinate on a newly scoured sandbar produce a cohort of plants of the same age, and if these survive future periods of high water, they will grow into a stand of young trees of about the same size.  New seedlings cannot grow in a forest with a closed canopy…
You can choose several ways to cite the utilization of that idea.
1. Paraphrase - Research shows that the Middle Rio Grande Valley supported a mosaic of plant communities based on shifting river patterns, sandbar creation/destruction, and germination activities (Ellis 2003). 

2.  Paraphrase - According to Ellis (2003), the patchwork of plant communities found in the Middle Rio Grande Valley depended on the shifting river flows and sandbar activities.

OR

3.  Direct Quote - “Clearly all [plant] communities… depend on the stream movement for their existence” (Ellis 2003). 

· If there is more than one author, the citation might look like this (Nabhan & Trimble 1994) or multiple authors - like this (Jackson et al. 2001). 
· If you use a reference more than once, you must insert the citation again (Ellis 2003). 
·  If you reference several authors in the same sentence, you can list them alphabetically within the same citation (Ellis 2003; Jackson et al. 2001).
·  If an author has more than one citation in a single year, label them a, b, c, etc. based on the year (Ellis 2003a). 
· Be sure to insert a citation anytime you reference factual material (ie. something that’s been researched, studied, etc. – anything that is NOT common knowledge) or someone else's opinion. 

· WARNING: changing verb tenses, the order of a statement or a key word replacement IS PLAGIARISM!

· It is better to have too many citations than too few (which can be plagiarism).

Formatting References

At the end of your reflective analysis and/or paper you will have a reference list which includes all items cited in the paper.  The reference list is alphabetical, and should be either in APA bibliographic style, or in a style used by a scholarly scientific journal (e.g., Geological Society of America style).  The style you choose is less important than being consistent.  Some examples are shown below…
Journal Article
Molles, M.C., Crawford, C., Ellis, L., Valett, H. &  C. Dahm.  1998.   Managed Flooding for 
Riparian Ecosystem Restoration.  BioScience 48(9): 749-756.

Book
Leopold, Aldo. 1949.  A Sand County Almanac.  Oxford University Press, Inc.

BEMP Intern Handbook
Bosque Ecosystem Monitoring Program Intern Handbook.  Summer 2008.  Well Installation & 
Set-up Directions.  University of New Mexico - Department of Biology.
Interview/Class Lecture, etc.
Scheerer, Kimi, 2012, personal communication.
Citing Web Sites

Citations for Web sites should look similar to citations for conventional resources.  In your reference list, include the following information for Web sites when available: author, publication date, page title, site title, URL, date accessed, paragraph number (if any).  A reference entry for a Web site might look like this…
Bosque Ecosystem Monitoring Program website.  Education & Outreach. 
www.bosqueschool.org/bemp.aspx, January 2012
.
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** for more info try: Avoiding plagiarism, self-plagiarism, and other questionable writing practices: A guide to ethical writing.

Author: Miguel Roig, Ph.D.

Website: http://research.unm.edu/researchethics/files/plagiarism.pdf
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